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It is about the US electorate, Muslim candidacy, and charges of anti-Semitism. Overall it 

is a congratulatory situation for the Muslim Community in USA. 
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Muslim Candidate Wins in the Commonwealth of Virginia  

By 

  
Professor A. R. Choudhary 

Abstract:  

Virginia Democrat Ibraheem Samirah on Tuesday became the second Muslim 

elected to the General Assembly, in a special election marked by allegations of 

anti-Semitism over a social media post deemed critical of US aid to Israel. Still 

Samirah easily beat his opponents (Republican Gregg G. Nelson and independent 

Connie H. Hutchinson) with 59 percent of the vote.  

Yes we can! 



Introduction 

Samirah, a Palestinian American dentist from Herndon, said he relied more on 
volunteers than elected Democrats in the days leading up to the election, as the 
party dealt with fallout from two of his social media posts from his college days 

regarding aid to Israel. The Jewish community misinterpreted a criticism of US policy 

regarding aid to Israel as being anti-Semitic. Much was made out of this misinterpretation 

to defame Samirah, and his Republican opponent played this defamation tune abundantly. 

Samirah says “It landed us in a position where we solely relied on grass roots”. 

Washington Post reports that a right-leaning website wrote about Samirah’s Facebook 
posts from 2014. In one, Samirah shared a letter by musician Brian Eno about 
Palestinian civilian deaths caused by Israeli missile strikes in Gaza. The letter 
said funding Israel is like supporting the Ku Klux Klan. Samirah wrote above it 
“I’d say worse, but I’ll go along with Eno on this one”.  

 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/virginia-politics/va-democrat-attacked-for-remarks-against-israel-wins-election-for-house-seat/2019/02/19/56d0cb08-3454-11e9-854a-7a14d7fec96a_story.html?noredirect=on&utm_term=.23c1c89296d0

